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Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, Cease from your consideration
of it. Proverbs 23:4 (NASB)

1. How to recognize opportunity.
Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof ° and
said to them, "I know that the LORD has given this land to you and
that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this
country are melting in fear because of you. ° We have heard how the
LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out
of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.
1 When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone's courage
failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above
and on the earth below. *? Now then, please swear to me by the
LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have
shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign > that you will spare the
lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who
belong to them, and that you will save us from death.”** "Our lives
for your lives!" the men assured her. "If you don't tell what we are
doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us
the land.” Joshua 2:8-14 (NIV)

So the young men who had done the spying went in and brought out
Rahab, her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to
her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place
outside the camp of Israel. Joshua 6:23 (NIV)

Then the sons of Israel journeyed, and camped in the plains of Moab
beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho. ° Now Balak the son of Zippor
saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. °> So Moab was in great
fear because of the people, for they were numerous; and Moab was
in dread of the sons of Israel. * Moab said to the elders of Midian,
"Now this horde will lick up all that is around us, as the ox licks up the
grass of the field." And Balak the son of Zjppor was king of Moab at
that time. ®> So he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor, at

Pethor, which is near the River, in the land of the sons of his people,
to call him, saying, "Behold, a people came out of Egypt; behold, they
cover the surface of the land, and they are living opposite me.

® "Now, therefore, please come, curse this people for me since they
are too mighty for me; perhaps I may be able to defeat them and
drive them out of the land. For I know that he whom you bless is
blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” Numbers 22:1-6 (NASB)

2. What to do about opportunity. Pray then act
So David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I go and attack these
Philistines?” And the LORD said to David, "Go and attack the
Philistines and deliver Keilah. " 1 Samuel 23:2 (NASB)

"But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 'You have shed much

blood and have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to My

name, because you have shed so much blood on the earth before Me.
1 Chronicles 22:8 (NASB)

3. How to look at it.
Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most
of the opportunity. ° Let your speech always be with grace, as though
seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should respond to
each person. Look for opportunities to love and share.
Colossians 4:5-6 (NASB)

When I see opportunity I ask myself some questions...

How will others benefit if I do this?
How is this helping my cause to advance Gods kingdom?
How will this build my relationship with others?
What is the consequence if I don't act?
Notes




