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And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and
may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in
the knowledge of God, Colossians 1:10 (NIV)

"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it
abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me. ° "I am the
vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears
much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. John 15:4-5 (NASB)

What is fruit?

e The result or outcome
You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours.
Psalm 128:2 (NIV)

e prosperity
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day
and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its
fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
Psalm 1:2-3 (NIV)

o attitudes and actions
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, %° gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no
law. Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)

¢ New converts
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to
come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order
that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other
Gentiles. Romans 1:13 (NIV)

1. The Source of Fruit.
"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him,
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If anyone does
not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. John 15:5-6 (NIV)

2. We are identified by our fruit.
"Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. ¢ "You will know them by their fruits. Grapes
are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?*” "So
every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. *° "A good
tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. *°
"Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire. %’ "So then, you will know them by their fruits. Matthew 7:15-20 (NASB)

"Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance;
Matthew 3:8 (NASB)

Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of ljps that give thanks to His name. Hebrews 13:15 (NASB)

Types of Fruit

3. Bad Fruit.
"Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are
really vicious wolves. ° You can identify them by their fruit. that is, by the
way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?
7 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. ° A
good tree can't produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit.
So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown
into the fire. %° Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can
identify people by their actions. Matthew 7:15-20 (NLT2)

"The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Matt. 3:10

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and
debauchery; %° idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage,
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions %! and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and
the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not
inherit the kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21 (NIV)

4. Good Fruit.
"A tree is identified by its fruit. If a tree is good, its fruit will be good. If a
tree is bad, its fruit will be bad. >* You brood of snakes! How could evil men
like you speak what is good and right? For whatever is in your heart
determines what you say. *> A good person produces good things from the
treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the
treasury of an evil heart. Matthew 12:33-35 (NLT2)



