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1. AUTHORITY is God GIVEN

Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For
there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are
established by God. Romans 13:1 (NASB)

2. Authority is to be OBEYED

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over

your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with

Joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.
Hebrews 13:17 (NASB)

Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon
themselves. Romans 13:2 (NASB)

3. Authority is not to be ABUSED
"You shall not rule over him with severity, but are to revere your
God. Leviticus 25:43 (NASB)

"You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy,
whether he is one of your countrymen or one of your aliens who is
in your land in your towns. Deuteronomy 24:14 (NASB)

4, Jesus is our ULTIMATE AUTHORITY
And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Matthew 28:18 (NASB)

But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather
than men. Acts 5:29 (NASB)

But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men
exercise authority over them. 26 "It is not this way among you, but
whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,
27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave,
Matthew 20:25-27 (NASB)

5. OUR authority.

And He called the twelve together, and gave them power and

authority over all the demons and to heal diseases. ° And He sent

them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to perform healing.
Luke 9:1-2 (NASB)

"Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will
injure you. Luke 10:19 (NASB)

Having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and
overflowing with gratitude. Colossians 2:7 (NASB)

6. Should we ever be DISOBEDIENT to AUTHORITY?

When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council.
The high priest questioned them, ¢ saying, "We gave you strict
orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man's
blood upon us."?? But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must
obey God rather than men. Acts 5:27-29 (NASB)
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